
Canada’s Agriculture Industry

Modern, Dispersed, Poised for 
Growth, Impacted by Vacancies



FINDING FARM WORKERS

IS DIFFICULT



Agri-Workforce Shortages are Doubling Every 10 years

• 10 yrs ago: 30,000 workers 

• Today: 59,000 workers

• 10 yrs from now: 114,000 workers

National Agriculture Job Vacancy Rate: 7%

• Rural Meat Processing Vacancy Rate: 9.3%

• Mushroom Farm Vacancy Rate: 9.7%

AGRICULTURE: CRITICAL LABOUR CHALLENGES



Permanent Jobs Seasonal  Jobs

AGRIWORKFORCE SHORTAGES: EXTENSIVE



AGRIWORKFORCE SHORTAGES: EXTENSIVE



AGRIWORKFORCE

IS UNIQUE





















EMERGING

AGRIWORKFORCE ISSUES



Canadian Farms Early Adopters of Technology
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Recruitment & Retention

EMERGING AGRIWORKFORCE ISSUES



National unemployment 5.8%
• Rural towns close to full employment  
• Primary Ag & Processing NOCs minimal 

unemployment

High job vacancy rates
• Beef 8%; Dairy 8%; Swine 6%; Sheep/Goat 15%; 

Aquaculture 10%; Meat processing 9.3%; 
Mushrooms farms 9.7%

Wages Going Up
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Wages Going Up
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Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey, special tabulation.

Average hourly wage (current dollars)
Paid employees in agriculture (i.e. on farms)
ANIMAL PRODUCTION FARMS NAICS 112
HIRED MANAGERS IN AGRICULTURE NOCS 0821

Wide wage difference between the highest month & the lowest month
HIRED MANAGERS IN AGRICULTURE on ANIMAL PRODUCTION FARMS

Chart by Ray D. Bollman
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Agricultural Skills & Experience 
Needed Around the Globe

United States

United Kingdom

Australia
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