
The CANADIAN FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE seeks trade agreements that: 

AGRICULTURE & TRADE 
NEGOTIATIONS

• Provide	real	and	meaningful	market	access	opportunities	for	our	export-oriented	sectors,	such	as	red	meats,	grains and oilseeds

• The government must make sure that supply management systems are protected by trade negotiations

• Ensure	that	access	gained	by	trade	agreements	is	not	eroded	by	non-tariff	barriers

• Fully	mitigate	any	potential	losses	supply	managed	sectors	face	as	a	result	of	CETA

• Address	the	leaks	in	current	import	controls	for	supply	managed	products

• Revive the TPP if possible - if not, secure a trade agreement with Japan

• Avoid re-negotiation of the agricultural components of NAFTA; focus on regulatory harmonization without compromising
health, safety and the environment

ISSUE BRIEF:  Trade

 
   
          

       
         



 


      
    
       


  

  
      
       
       





     

     
     



 

       





     
     



       
     


       
        
    
      






      
     
  
      
      
      


In all trade agreements it is extremely important to work 
towards regulatory harmonization without compromising 
health, food safety and environmental impacts.



 


      


      



  
      

     










     
    
       


      
      
    

      
  

      














      
      
     
      


Founded in 1935, the Canadian Federation of Agriculture (CFA)  is the country’s largest farmers’ organization. 
Its members include provincial general farm organizations as well as national and inter-provincial commodity 

organizations. Through its members, CFA represents over 200,000 Canadian farmers and farm families.

www.cfa-fca.ca

The Government must further oppose any changes to 
NAFTA that would modify the size of any tariff rate 
quotas and/or the level of over‐quota tariffs for dairy, 
poultry, and egg products;

NAFTA discussions should seek:
• Increased and improved regulatory alignment.
• Improved the flow of goods at border crossings.
• Further alignment of sanitary and phytosanitary
measures using a science based approach
• Elimination of non-science based technical barriers to
trade.
• Revisions that reflect technological advances since
implementation such as digital trade, etc

In general, because of the high level of industry 
integration, especially between Canada and the US, 
regulatory alignment is imperative.

To that end CFA recommends that NAFTA discussions 
include the development of a Regulatory Coherence 
Table/Process similar to Chapter 25 in the TPP or 
Chapter 4 in the Agreement on Internal Trade. 

Given the level of integration in the North American 
agriculture industries, NAFTA would be well served by 
putting in place a permanent body to deal with 
technical barriers/irritants identified by governments or 
by industry stakeholders and to work towards the 
highest level of harmonization of standards and 
processes without compromising our sovereign right to 
health and safety. 

Please refer to the CFA NAFTA submission for further 
detail.




